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International Conference
Historical and Memory Challenges in the Baltic Region during the 20th and 21st Centuries: Transformations, Structures, and Agency
 Auditorium Sapere Aude, Kalpaka blvd. 4, Riga
October 15–16, 2026
Programme
Working languages: Latvian and English
	
	
                                               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15

	9.00-9.30
	REGISTRATION

	9.30-10.00
	CONFERENCE OPENING
Ilze Indriksone, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia
Madara Apsalone, Deputy Head, Strategic Communication and Coordination Department of the State Chancellery
Guntars Kitenbergs, Vice-Rector for Research, University of Latvia
Uldis Neiburgs, Director, Institute of Latvian History, Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia; Head, National Research Program Project “Navigating the Latvian History of  the 20th–21st Century: Social Morphogenesis, Legacy and Challenges.”

	 10.00.-10.40
	KEYNOTE 1 
Mārtiņš Mintaurs (University of Latvia)
History Writing in Latvia since 1991: Perspectives, Challenges and Outcomes

	10.40-11.00
	DISCUSSION. Chair: Ēriks Jēkabsons (University of Latvia)

	11.00-11.20
	COFFEE /TEA

	[bookmark: _Hlk238382095]Session 1
	MORPHOGENETIC PROCESSES IN STATE AND SOCIETY FOLLOWING WORLD WAR I
Chair: Kaspars Zellis (University of Latvia)

	11.20-11.40
	Ēriks Jēkabsons (University of Latvia) 
Elements of "Tutejšiji" (tutejszy) Identity among the Population of Latgale in the 1920s and 1930s: Phenomenon or Consequence. 

	11.40-12.00
	Andrejs Gusačenko (University of Latvia)
Between Imperial Legacy and Minority Status: The Distinctive Features of the Russian Community in Latvia, 1918–1940. 

	12.00-12.20
	Tilman Plath (University of Cologne) 
Between Past Grandeur and Future Delusions of Grandeur? The Baltic Germans in Interwar Latvia 

	12.20-12.40
	Ginta Ieva Bikše (University of Latvia)
State Policy, the International Situation and the Radicalization of Minorities: A Case Study of Latvian Jews in the Spanish Civil War

	12.40-13.00
	DISCUSSION

	      13.00-14.00
	LUNCH BREAK

	14.00-14.40
	KEYNOTE 2 
Aurimas Švedas (Lithuanian Institute of History) 
How to Write History When the Time Is Out of Joint? Lithuanian Historiography in the 21st Century 

	14.40-15.00
	DISCUSSION. Chair: Mārtiņš Mintaurs (University of Latvia)

	15.00-15.20
	COFFEE / /TEA

	[bookmark: _Hlk238385802]Session 2
	SURVIVAL STRATEGIES AND TACTICS DURING WORLD WAR II AND OCCUPATION
Chair: Uldis Neiburgs (University of Latvia)

	15.20-15.40
	Kārlis Dambītis, Valdis Kuzmins (National Defense Academy of Latvia)
Men of War in Peacetime and Men of Peace in Wartime: The Morphogenesis of the Latvian Army Officer Corps under Occupation and War, 1940–1945

	15.40-16.00
	Jānis Tomaševskis, Aigars Urtāns (University of Latvia)
In the shadow of Soviet and Nazi Terror (1939–1945): Agency Challenges for Latvian Urban Communities

	16.00-16.20
	Uldis Neiburgs, Kaspars Zellis (University of Latvia)
Latvian Politicians within the Networks of the Soviet and Nazi Regimes: The Cases of Bruno Kalniņš (LSDSP) and Gustavs Celmiņš (“Pērkonkrusts”)

	16.20-16.40
	Toomas Hiio (Estonian Institute of Historical Memory)
Did Estonian statehood survive solely within the refugium of international law, 1940-1991?

	16.40-17.00
	DISCUSSION

	18.00
	Social event at the Latvian National Museum of History: Guided viewing of the exhibition "Streaming Time" with Museum Director Toms Ķikuts

	
	
                                                     FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

	9.30.-10.00
	REGISTRATION

	10.00-10.40
	KEYNOTE 3 
Haralds Matulis (Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, UL) 
What Does It Mean to Be a Digital Historian in 2026

	10.40-11.00
	DISCUSSION. Chair: Daina Bleiere (University of Latvia)

	11.00-11.20
	COFFEE / /TEA

	Session 3
	INTERACTION BETWEEN STRUCTURE, CULTURE, AND AGENTS DURING THE LATE SOCIALIST PERIOD
Chair: Jānis Ķeruss (University of Latvia)

	11.20-11.40
	Ilze Boldāne-Zeļenka (University of Latvia), Ieva Garda-Rozenberga (Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, UL) 
Changing Narratives of the Residential Environment and Industrial Heritage in the Latvian SSR

	11.40-12.00
	Maija Grizāne, Irēna Saleniece (Daugavpils University)
The Ambivalent Position of Agents of Secularization in the Context of the Soviet Education System: Southeastern Latvia in the 1960s–1970s. 

	12.00-12.20
	Saulius Grybkauskas (Lithuanian Institute of History) 
The First Decade of Brezhnev Rule in Soviet Lithuania (1964-1974). Some Theoretical and Methodological Approaches

	12.20-12.40
	Daina Bleiere (University of Latvia) 
Rural Elites Between Sovietization and Desovietization: Changes in Elite Composition and Agency, Use of Historical and Cultural Discourse for Legitimation in Cēsis, Ludza, and Talsi Districts in the 1980s

	12.40-13.00
	DISCUSSION

	13.00-14.00
	LUNCH BREAK

	14.00-14.40
	KEYNOTE 4 
Triin Vihalemm (University of Tartu)
Transformation of Estonian Society since the 1990s through Sociological Lenses

	14.40-15.00
	DISCUSSION. Chair: Mārtiņš Kaprāns (University of Latvia)

	15.00-15.20
	COFFEE / /TEA

	Session 4
	AGENTS OF CHANGE AND CONDITIONS OF MORPHOGENESIS AFTER THE RESTORATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Chair: Kristīne Beķere (University of Latvia)

	15.20-15.40
	Mārtiņš Kaprāns (University of Latvia)
Overcoming Hysteresis: The Morphogenesis of the Latvian Intelligentsia during the Post-Soviet Transition

	15.40-16.00
	Zanda Gūtmane, Anda Kuduma (RTU Liepaja Academy) 
Agents of Cultural Change in Latvian Prose of the Early 1990s

	16.00-16.20
	Toms Rostoks (National Defense Academy of Latvia) 
Legacy of Soviet Military Culture in Post-1991 Latvia

	16.20-16.40
	Andis Kudors (University of Latvia) 
Latvia's Neoliberal Economic Ideas and Relations with Russia in 1991-1999

	16.40-17.00
	DISCUSSION

	17.00.-17.10
	CONCLUDING REMARKS
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